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Introduction

Welcome to Your Friendly Korean Pronunciation Guide! 
 

Learning a new language is an exciting journey, and pronunciation is a key part of making your speech sound natural 
and confident. Many Korean learners struggle with pronunciation, often making the same mistakes repeatedly. As a 

Korean language educator, I’ve seen firsthand how frustrating it can be when incorrect pronunciation becomes a habit. 
That’s why I created this book—to help you recognize, correct, and refine your pronunciation on your own.

Why Pronunciation Matters 
 

Pronunciation is one of the most fundamental aspects of learning Korean. If not learned properly at the beginning, 
incorrect pronunciation can become ingrained and difficult to fix later. Additionally, most learners are influenced by 

their native language’s sound system, which makes it even more challenging to pronounce Korean correctly. 
 

This guide is designed not only for beginners but also for advanced learners who still struggle with certain pronunciation 
patterns. With this book, you’ll be able to practice and improve your pronunciation independently, at your own pace.

What’s Inside? 
 

This book focuses on the most commonly mispronounced sounds in Korean, covering consonants, vowels, and essential 
pronunciation rules that will help you read and speak more naturally. By understanding how Korean sounds are 

produced, you’ll gain confidence in your reading and speaking skills. 
 

Unlike traditional textbooks, this guide is structured so that you don’t need to follow it in order. You can jump to the 
sections that address your specific pronunciation challenges. Whether you want to refine a particular sound or improve 

your overall clarity, this book allows you to target and strengthen your weak points effectively.

Key Features of This Guide 
 

Focus on Essentials: Covers only the most crucial and frequently used pronunciation rules. 
Concise and Clear Explanations: Each rule is explained simply and directly. 

Practical Examples: Every concept is illustrated with useful examples to help you understand better. 
One Concept at a Time: Each pronunciation rule is presented individually to keep learning manageable and stress-free.       

Simple and Easy-to-Follow: The content is organized in a way that makes it easy to absorb without feeling 
overwhelmed.

Your Journey to Natural Korean Speech 
 

By using this guide, you’ll be able to improve your pronunciation step by step, making your Korean sound more natural 
and fluent. Whether you’re a beginner trying to master the basics or an advanced learner refining your accent, this 

book will be your companion in achieving clearer and more confident Korean speech. 
 

Let’s get started on this journey to mastering Korean pronunciation together! 
 



How to use this book

This book is designed to be a step-by-step guide to mastering Korean pronunciation. It is divided into four main 
sections: consonants, vowels, pronunciation rules, and reading practice. Each section builds upon the previous one, but 

you can also jump directly to the areas where you need the most help. 
 

1. Practicing Individual Sounds 
 

The first part of the book focuses on Korean consonants and vowels. Each sound is broken down with simple 
explanations, pronunciation tips, and example words to help you recognize and produce the correct sounds. 

 

2. “Let’s Pronounce Together” Section 
 

This section provides a step-by-step breakdown of how to pronounce sounds using articulatory diagrams. It explains 
the position of your tongue, lips, and throat, making it easier to visualize and practice accurate pronunciation. 

 

3. “Self-Check” Exercises 
 

After learning each sound, you will find exercises designed to help you assess your pronunciation. These activities 
encourage active listening and speaking, allowing you to compare your pronunciation with correct models and refine 

your accuracy. 
 

4. Pronunciation Rules 
 

This section introduces essential Korean pronunciation rules, such as sound changes and liaison effects, with clear 
examples. You will practice these rules with targeted exercises that reinforce their application in real speech. 

 

5. Reading Practice 
 

In this section, you will apply everything you have learned by reading sentences and short texts. This helps reinforce 
individual sounds and pronunciation rules while improving your overall fluency and intonation. 

 

6. Appendix: Articulation Chart 
 

At the end of the book, you will find a detailed articulation chart that illustrates where and how each Korean consonant 
is pronounced. This serves as a quick reference guide to reinforce your understanding. 

 
By following this structured approach, you will gradually build confidence in your pronunciation skills, making your 

Korean sound clearer and more natural.
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[ㄷ]

Let’s learn about the Korean consonant ㄷ!

Listen carefully and try to follow along.

Self-check
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① 다리 (leg/bridge)                         ② 다시 (again)                            ③ 대나무 (bamboo)

④ 달력 (calendar)                           ⑤ 담배 (cigarette)                       ⑥ 당근 (carrot) 

⑦ 독서 (reading)                             ⑧ 도서관 (library)                        ⑨ 도로 (road)         

① Position Your Tongue
Place the tip of your tongue lightly against the roof of your mouth, right behind your upper 
front teeth.

② Build Up Air Pressure
Keep your tongue in position while gently building up air pressure behind it.

③ Release the Sound
Let the air out by lowering your tongue slightly, creating a soft, quick d sound.

④ Control the Intensity
Make sure the sound isn’t too hard (like an English “D”) or too soft—it should feel balanced and 
light.
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Listen carefully and try to follow along.

Self-check
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① 떡 (rice cake)                  ② 땅 (land, ground)                           ③ 땀 (sweat)

④ 딸기 (strawberry)             ⑤ 떨다 (to tremble, shake)                 ⑥ 떼 (group, crowd) 

⑦ 똑똑하다 (to be smart)       ⑧ 떡볶이 (spicy stir-fried rice cakes)    ⑨ 똑같다 (to be exactly the same)     

① Position Your Tongue
Start by placing the tip of your tongue lightly against the roof of your mouth, just behind your upper 
front teeth.

② Tighten the Muscles
Unlike a regular "d" sound, ㄸ requires more tension. Firmly press your tongue against the roof of your 
mouth, engaging the muscles in your tongue and jaw.

③ Build Up Air Pressure
Hold your tongue in place and build up air pressure behind it. Make sure to keep the tension steady—this 
is what makes ㄸ distinct from ㄷ.

④ Release the Sound with a Quick Snap
Release the air suddenly by dropping your tongue slightly. The sound should be sharp and clear, almost 
like a popping noise, but controlled.

⑤ Control the Intensity
The ㄸ sound is neither too soft nor too hard. It shouldn’t feel like an English “D” or “T.” Instead, aim for a 
quick, precise sound that’s strong yet balanced.

Let’s learn about the Korean consonant ㄸ!

[ㄸ]2
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[Articulation Chart]Appendix

Obstruents
(장애음, Non-sonorant sounds) 

Plosives (파열음) – Sounds produced by 
completely blocking the airflow and then 
releasing it in a single burst.
( ㄱ, ㄷ, ㅂ, ㄲ, ㄸ, ㅃ,ㅋ, ㅌ, ㅍ)

Affricates (파찰음) – Sounds made by blocking 
the airflow first and then releasing it with 
friction.
( ㅈ, ㅉ, ㅊ)

Fricatives (마찰음) – Sounds produced by 
narrowing the passage of airflow, causing 
continuous friction.
(ㅅ, ㅆ, ㅎ)

Resonants 
(공명음, Sonorant sounds) 

Nasals (비음) – Sounds where 
part of the airflow is released 
through the nose.
(ㅁ, ㄴ, ㅇ)

L i q u i d s  ( 유 음 )  –  S o u n d s 
produced by al lowing the 
airflow to pass along the sides 
of the tongue.
(ㄹ)

③ 경구개음 (Palatal sounds) 

① 양순음 (Bilabial sounds) 

② 치경음 (Alveolar sounds) 

④ 연구개음 (Velar sounds) 

⑤ 후음 (Glottal sounds)

① ㅂ, ㅃ, ㅍ, ㅁ
② ㄷ, ㄸ, ㅌ,ㅅ, ㅆ, ㄴ, ㄹ 
③ ㅈ, ㅉ, ㅊ 
④ ㄱ, ㄲ, ㅋ
⑤ ㅎ
 



Self-Check Audio Available for Download

The self-check audio for Mastering Korean Pronunciation:
 Your Friendly Guide to Clear and Natural Speech is available 

for download on Sophora Books.
< https://sophorabooks.com >



 
Thank You for Reading! 

 
You have completed a Mastering Korean Pronunciation: Your 

Friendly Guide to Clear and Natural Speech by Sophora 
Books, a publishing house and online library dedicated to 

providing Korean-language reading resources. 
 

At Sophora Books, we create engaging and accessible books 
for language learners. We hope you enjoyed this book and 

that you continue your reading journey with us!


