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| Introduction

#}go] gol8 Summer Calls — A Korean Graded Reader Published by
Sophora Books

Welcome to the Sophora Books Graded Reader series — where
language learning meets real Korean storytelling.

In this volume, we invite you into I¥o] 218 (Summer Calls), a
modern retelling of W3@% ¥ £§ (When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom,
1936) by °]&4 (Y7 Hyo-seok), one of Korea's most beloved classic
short stories.s.

The story takes place in the early summer of 1997, in the small
southern city of Jinju. Cheor-i, a quiet twenty-two-year-old who has
just finished his military service, starts a new job selling fruit from an
old blue truck. The driver, Mr. Kim, is a man of few words who has
driven the same route for twenty-three years. As the two of them call
out "TFdo] ko] Q1" through the back streets and along the Nabulcheon
Stream at dusk, an old story slowly rises to the surface — one summer,
one woman, and a song never forgotten.

This reader is specially designed for Korean learners:

* Uses essential vocabulary based on TOPIK I level

* Repeats key expressions naturally within the story

* Features short, approachable chapters for steady progress

* Includes helpful appendices of key words and cultural notes

We hope this story not only strengthens your Korean reading skills,
but also gives you a glimpse into the heart of 1990s Korea — one fruit

truck, one cassette tape, one deepening summer night at a time.

Written and adapted by Sung-Ju Kim. Published by Sophora Books.
Available on KoreanMate — koreanmate.net
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| Adaptation Notes

This story is a modern Korean adaptation inspired by H3%& & F
(When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom, 1936) by ©|&4 (Yi Hyo-seok), one
of the most cherished writers of Korean rural literature

The original follows an aging traveling peddler, Heo, who walks the
market roads of Gangwon-do with his donkey. He carries the memory
of a single night, long ago, with a young woman by a watermill — the
one tender moment of his lonely life. On the road he meets a young
man named Dong-i, and a quiet truth slowly reveals itself between them.

In this retelling, we have reimagined the story for a more recent
Korea:

Original (1936) This Retelling (1997)
JHEE A ag =
A Gangwon-do mountain road Jinju, South Gyeongsang
=] WA E HARE
A traveling market peddler A fruit-truck seller
L niet E2
The donkey The blue truck
=8t | The watermil LHEX =2 | The Nabulcheon stream bank
51M¥ | Heo the peddler 28t | Kim Man-su
=0/ | Dong-i 20| | Cheor-i

In Yi Hyo-seok's original, the bond between the two men is hinted at
through one quiet detail — both are left-handed. In this retelling, we

keep that thread: a tape pulled, a knife held, a box opened — always
with the left hand.

The heart of the story remains the same — a girl who shows her love
in the most roundabout way possible, and a boy who is the last to
figure it out.
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Who is Sophora Books?

Sophora Books is named after the Sophora japonica, also known as
the Scholar Tree — a symbol of wisdom and learning in Korea since
the Joseon Dynasty.

One day, while walking through a university campus, our founder
noticed a particular tree among many others. Its wide, sprawling
branches and small, vibrant green leaves exuded a natural elegance.
Standin g under its shade, she whispered aloud,

"It's so elegant, so beautiful."

The label on the tree read: Sophora japonica — the Scholar Tree.

The Scholar Tree holds deep cultural significance in Korea. During
the Joseon Dynasty, it was traditionally planted in schools and
academies, symbolizing knowledge and intellectual growth.

At Sophora Books, we believe books are seeds of knowledge —
planted with care, nurtured with intention, and destined to grow in
the hearts of readers. Just as the Scholar Tree spreads its roots and
branches far and wide, we hope our books spread curiosity, wisdom,
and a love of learning around the world.

Every book we publish is a seed. Every reader is a garden.

sophorabooks.com



| Characters

vh3do] Park Cheor-i Twenty-two. Quiet, hardworking, and freshly out
of the army. He lives with his mother and has just started selling fruit.
He is left-handed.

794 Kim Man-su Fifty-five. A fruit-truck seller who says little and
notices much. He loves the singer Lee Moon-sae, keeps cassette
tapes in his glove compartment, and has driven the same route to the

Nabulcheon for twenty-three years. He is left-handed

o] o]y Cheor-i's Mother Works long shifts at a garment factory in

Jinju. She wakes before dawn to cook for her son and never once says
she is tired. She is left-handed.

o= gy The Regular Grandmother One of Mr. Kim's loyal
customers. She haggles over every melon but always opens her purse

in the end.

UEA 9 F oY The Two Women by the Nabulcheon Garment-
factory workers who pass the truck on their way home each evening

— and stir something in Mr. Kim he cannot say.
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Locations

ZZ Jinju A historic city in South Gyeongsang Province, where the
Namgang River flows past the old walls of Jinjuseong Fortress. In 1997,
just before Korea's financial crisis, life here still carried the warm,
analog feeling of an earlier time — pagers, cassette tapes, and red public
phone booths.

37} Namgang River The wide river running through the heart of Jinju.
At dusk its bridge glows red with the evening sun — the modern echo of
the moonlit buckwheat field of the original story.

FAHE T AJA The Wholesale Market Where the truck sellers gather
before dawn to buy melons, peaches, and tomatoes. Loud, bright, and
busy at four in the morning — the place where Cheor-i and Mr. Kim
first meet.

W& Nabulcheon Stream A small stream in Ihyeon-dong, Jinju. On
summer evenings a cool breeze draws people to its banks. This quiet
path is where Mr. Kim's story begins and ends — the still center of the

whole book.

12t E¥ The Blue Truck Mr. Kim's old blue truck, with a coin box on
the dashboard and a glove compartment full of cassette tapes. More
than a vehicle — it is a companion of twenty-three years.

For the cultural story behind each place, see Culture Notes on p.123.



| L ocations

A Jinju

Here's where it is on the map:

o0
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2 Z0{Z n. early summer

1520t v. to flow
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3 [LC} a. to sting, be hot (sun) 4 XI2|Ctv. to set, prepare (a meal)
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5 ZOHAIE n. wholesale market 7 AIAIBIC} a. to be fresh
6 &Lt v. toload 8 X[t n. forkit
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"\,].0] 7} ‘-‘go] O}?"

10 & n. wrinkle 12 Y2 n. help, a working hand
11 A&t a. to be rough
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15 4Tt v. to stack, pile up 17 M2t n. drawer
1658 n. coin 18 7IHIEH|0|X n. cassette tape
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Further Materials and Other Books

)

Audiobook

o 0N

"Scan this QR code to instantly access all Audio tracks.”
This graded reader comes with an audiobook to help you practice your
speaking and listening skills. Hearing the language will help you become
more familiar with intonation, sentence rhythm, and natural pronunciation

— essential for understanding Korean in context. This will also support
your comprehension when watching or listening to Korean content.

The audiobook is available as a digital download on the Sophora Books
website.

https://sophorabooks.com

You can also explore our other books by visiting the website.
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Further Materials and Other Books

Continue with Korean Mate

Reading and listening build your understanding.

Speaking makes it yours.

Korean Mate is our story—based learning platform,
where you can read Korean with intonation
guides, arrange sentences to test what you

know, and record yourself speaking — one story

at a time.

https://koreanmate.net
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You've just finished reading a Korean Classic Reader by Sophora Books.

Well done — that was no small thing, and we hope you're proud of
yourself.

At Sophora Books, we believe that language learning should be joyful,
meaningful, and rooted in stories that stay with you.

We hope this story has not only helped you grow your Korean reading
skills, but also given you something to feel, reflect on, and carry with you.

There are many more stories waiting for you.

Let's keep reading, together.

Find us at

https://sophorabooks.com
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Further Materials and Other Books

Also in the Korean Classic Reader Series
More stories. More Korean. More Sophora Books.

Korean Classics, Retold
The short stories Koreans grow up reading — moved into a Korea
you would recognize today.

2|2 7|At, S5 Night Driver, Dong-ho

NIGHT DRIVER, One rainy night in Busan, a substitute driver
DONG=HO , .
picks up a passenger who changes everything.
Based on 2 £2 Y, one of the most beloved

short stories in Korean literature. (Level 1)

&=Xto| & Sun—ja's Spring

After a spring of quarrels with the landlord's
daughter, a quiet farm boy in a Jirisan village
finally understands what she has been trying to
tell him all along. Based on &4/Z* (Camellias) by
Kim Yu-jeong. (Level 1)

u0| 202
Summer Calls

Loosely based on When Buckwheat Flowers Bloom
by Yi Hyo-seok, this is the story of Cheor-i and

a quiet fruit-truck driver. One summer in 1997
Jinju, a memory kept for twenty-three years slowly
rises to the surface. (Level 1)
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World Classics, Set in Korea

Stories you already know, replanted in Korean soil — Gatsby in Seoul,
Jane Eyre in Busan. Knowing where the story goes leaves you free to
notice the Korean.

ZE0IE ROt
Looking for Kim Jang—-mi

Inspired by The Great Gatsby. A
successful man looks back on a lost
love in a story of longing and illusion.
(Level 1)

H|2XH2 Where the Garden Blooms

Inspired by The Secret Garden. On a quiet Korean island,
Sujin finds healing through friendship and a hidden garden.
(Level 1)

2 CHA|, 0SS 2 A B 0]0F7|
Spring Again, and Summer Part One

Inspired by Jane Austen. Seo-ha navigates friendship, first
love, and the moments that change everything. (Level 1)

=2 LA, GIECE 5 B 0]0F7|
Spring Again, and Summer Part Two

The story continues with a time-travel twist as Seo-ha
learns to take control of her own destiny. (Level 1)

Y OiS0| ROE+E E2 O HHCt
The Deeper the Darkness, the Brighter
the Stars Shine

Inspired by Jane Eyre. Set in modern Busan, young

and determined Ji-su carves out her own path.
(Level 1)
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